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easily revealed, especially at the moment when the typhus fever had swept away almost the whole of that army which Prince Eugene had sent to Germany in the spring of the same year. A deep-laid plan was then conceived; and to render the blow more severe to Napoleon, it was intended that the hand of Murat should inflict it.
Lord Castlereagh, like an able Minister as he was, perfectly understood the importance not only of gaining over Murat, but of maintaining him where he was. Murat had entered into some negotiations with England, and the preliminaries of a treaty had been exchanged. Of this treaty the following were the bases:
England was to acknowledge Joachim Murat as King of Naples, and to pledge herself to obtain a similar acknowledgment from Ferdinand, who was to abandon the Neapolitan States, and retire to Sicily. The Kingdom of Naples was to be augmented by the whole of the Marshes of Ancona. Italy was to be declared independent, and all the little sovereignties restored as they were before the conquest. To aid the fulfillment of this latter clause, England was to advance twenty millions to Murat for the expenses of the war which he would probably have to enter upon, and to place an army of twenty-five thousand men at his disposal.
Admiral Bentinck, Commander-in-Chief of the British forces in the Mediterranean, was instructed to pursue this negotiation, in which England evinced a deep interest. M. de la Vauguyon, who was then master of Rome, where he had succeeded General Miollis in the command of the Papal States, used all his efforts to bring Murat to a decision. But his courier repeatedly returned without any satisfactory answer. Nothing seemed to indicate any assurance that King Joachim would adopt the course which he (Vauguyon) regarded as the only one fitting for him to follow. Mention was even made of a treaty with Austria. M. von Mire, the Austrian Minister at Naples, had acquired an ascendency over the Queen which he turned to the disadvantage of his own Sovereign; and Murat'E weakness ruined him in this most important juncture of his life.
M. de la Vauguyon remained in Rome, anxiously waiting until it should please Murat to come to a decision.added 6,000 invalids in the hospitals of Dresden.ght upon him a cruel revenge. He was men against 150,000.pride, if not from affection, to do what he did in the delirium of a brain fever.s and Court officials.
